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Turkish army opposed to Allenby west of Jordan.
The other ran south for fifty miles to Amman,
where were Turkish headquarters east of Jordan,
and again 125 miles to Maan, which had a garrison
of three or four thousand. North of Maan the
Turks were not confined to the railway, and had
detachments in the hill-country between the line
and the Dead Sea. But all along the 475 miles
from Maan to Medina, where Fakhri Pasha was
besieged with a large garrison, they were strung out
in tiny garrisons which were pinned to the line by
the rebel Arabs. This section stretched like a
causeway through a sea of desert, and was vulner-
able at every point to Arab attack.
Helped by a band of specially chosen British
officers, who were inspired and led by Lawrence,
the Sherifian leaders kept the line cut, and harassed
the isolated Turkish garrisons to such an extent that
Fakhri and his army were unable to rejoin the main
Turkish armies in Syria. Apart from the string of
garrisons along the Hejaz railway there was practi-
cally no Turkish force left between Maan and
Medina except the garrison of Akaba.
The Turkish garrison of Akaba were quite pre-
pared for a possible attack by sea. The fort had
been shelled once by the Royal Navy, and although
a naval bombardment was not in itself a very
serious threat, it might be repeated to cover a
landing ; so all along the lower slopes of the granite
hills above the village they had dug an elaborate
trench system, which would have held up almost
any attacking force. Their line of communications
with Maan ran for the last thirty miles through the
impregnable pass of the Wady Ittm, which offered
a perfect line of retreat. So obsessed were they